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Town of Southampton ~ Civil War Veterans

Nathan H. Wright, M.D.

Hometown: Bridgehampton
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Wright served in the 20th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry Regiment.

Dr. Wright mustered in to service with the rank of Assistant Surgeon and
later became the First Assistant Surgeon of the 10th Connecticut Veteran
Regiment.




Sag-FHarboey HExpress, Thursday Morning.

Nathan H, Wright, M, D.

e are ealled upon this week {o record
{he death.of one who was kpown, in pri-
#te or professional life, to & very large
number of our renders. The following
brief notice of his life, furnished us by a
friend, will be yuad with miecgled feelings
of sadness and interest.

Dr. Nathan Hand Wright. elder son of
IDr. Levi D. apd Amenda Wright, was.
born in Bridge-Hampton, L. I, Des. 10,]
llﬂﬂ. During his boyhood and youth, he
‘secured a thorough ?iterary education in
the schqols and ocademies of Southamyp-
ton, Sng-Harbor, and his native village.
At an early age, he chose the profession
*of his father, and entered upon the studies
'of the medical course, He attended the
-Yale Medical School dning two full conrs-
8 of lectures; nnd then, that he might
'secure dditional knowledge and skill in
Iprofessional duties, e spent on equal
time in the Berkshire Med:ics! Scho& inl
Mass, where ho was graduated at the
enrly nge of twenty, vecoiving high testi-
moniels a8 to his skill and thoronghness
in tho varied dopnrtments of medical and
surgical study, He wag ab ouce cnlled to
# resppnsible post in New-Eaven.  Atthe
Iend of one year he attained his majouity,
and then received (in accordance with
Iniv) Lis diploma as Doctor of Medicine,
to which his atizinments had.entitled Lim
a twelve-month previously.

The Civil War cansed by the Becession
was then raging fiercely: there was a call
'for volunteers. Dr. Wrights zeal was
fired: his patriotie desires were all arous.
ed ; and Lié abandoned the opportuuity of
establisling a lucrative practice in s fo-
vorable situation in Connecticut, in order
to give himself to hisneedy conntry. He
ienlisted, bolding a commissionas assistant.
Surgeon in the 26th Jonn.. & regiment en-
rolled for nine months, Thisformed part
of the corps which made tlw—eelebmted’
lexpedition under Gen. Banks, doing such
eftective servico at Port Hudson and oth.
jershistoric points. Having remained in
service for some months beyond the en-
(listed time, the regiment was muslered
lout, rnd Dr. Wright resnmed the practice;
jof medicine in Hartford; but almost im-
mediately, at the specinl request of Gov.
Buckingham, he again entered the service
of Liscountry. He joined the10th Coon.,
o veleran regiment enlisted for three
years, end mnked as Snrgeon.  This veg-
iment was ordered fo Virginis, and cccn
pied important points there during its
time of semice. Dr. Wright was netive
in the enre of a large field Brignde Hos-
pital, anl remained at his post unfil he
saw Richmond evacuated and the succers
of the Union canse made sure.

Xt was duting his long service here, that
the foundation of his fatal malady was
luid. Subjeet to the rudeness and rigor
of field hospital services, and nader the
malerial inlluences near the Jnmes Hiver,
he received the seeds of that disease which
ever ufterwards affected hin henlil, nnd
which--notwithstanding the #kill of able
physicians and the care of deirest friends
d-—nftlur & lingering illness, caused his

enth,

Honorably dischmged from bis duties!

in the field, he returned to Hurtford;
kevohe followed his chosen profession|
with much success, manifesting great|
skill especinlly in surgical cases. Bet
with the arrival of the Winter, he hecame
painflully aware of the presence in bis sys-
tem of that malady received in the low
grounds of Virginin. He hastened to
Florida and its mild climate: but the
secds of consum;t..n wero too deeply
rooted, and the efleet of the Sorthern air
was bub temporary, ) ,
Duiing the years snbsequent to this
date, Dr. Wiight wios engaged as far as
henlth would permit, in professional labors
in Hertford, Sag-Harbor and DBridge-
Hampton. His patriotism, to which he
devoted the first years of his manhood,
and to which he was at length a martyr,
bLis love of lis country and its defenders
never diminished; and each relurning
Dgcoration Day witnessed tho interest
with which he prepared for and engnged
in ils memorial gerempries:
[ Dr. Wright was the possessor of special
and saperior talents. Caroful observa-
tion, keen discrimination, acnte ienson.
ing, logical thought; methodic lahits.
delicare  gensibilities and an  instinctive
ides of fitness, were marked charnoteris-
tics. His clear blue eye dutected fanlts
in tho selection or grouping of colors, as
quickly as his ready ear noted a fulse bar-
Imcny. His sloliful fingers brought mu.
sio from the flute or organ, while liis clear
vuice (in the days of health) was wont to
add its swestness to duet oy charus. s
thutie, scientific and philosophical themes
|cftan oncupied his attention, and in their
treatrnent he wus nat a stranger.

During the long monthsof his laat ill.
nesd, bis toought often rested on the fu-
tare, and for its issue be mado careful
preparation. In onswer lo his enrnest
pruyer, all doubts scemed to vanish; and
that simple and yot sutficient faith which
resta on Jesus Christ, dawned and bright.
ened in his heart. Each week spw him
firmer in the Christian’s hope aud entici-
pation.  He desired a peaceiul death; and
although pain had long been his portion,
he was permitted to breatho his last with.
out & sigh or struggle. Posaessing all
his rational powers until the very last
moment, having given many minute di
rections, having said farewell 1o those at
tis bedside, be passed away in perfect
! peace on Friday morning, Mareh 16th

The funeral services wore held ot the
residence of Dr. L. D. Wiight and at the
Prasbyterisn Church, on Sundey last, at
2p M. Asgeveresnow storm had provail
ed during the morning and the previops
night; but just before theappointed hour
tha spow ceased, the clonds broke nway,
the wind was hushed, ard the bright sun
ishone farth and made brilliant a Jand
soape govered with a sheot of unspotted
wihntenoss, It was an appropriste time
for the last smervice for one, who, after
hours of pain and wenkness, dnys of dis.
tress or darkness, weeks of suffering arnd
|months of fatiguo, was called to rest, be-
,holdiug without a oloud the clear shining
of the Sun of Rigbtcousness. In the ab.
sence of tho Pastor, Rev.W. F. Whitaker
condneted the sorvices; his words of in.
struction and consohtion were based up-
on ihe truth found in 1 Thes. 4: 18, 14.
A iarge congregativn wag present to at-
test its sympathy with all the mourners,

and especially with the devoted wife and ¢

the two daughters. who have o earlybeen
called to part with'husband and father.
War.
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Marcih 29.1877.
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Wright, Dr. Nathan H.

Old Bridgehampton Cemetery



