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There Are Jobs in the Hamptons. If Only Workers Could Afford The Rent.

Unable to staff shifts, some restaurants and shops, already reeling from lockdown closures, are suspending service during the lucrative

sumimer seasor.

By Sarah Maslin Nir

June 26, 2021

BRIDGEHAMPTON, N.Y. — At the Candy Kitchen diner on Main Street, the staff juggling orders of pancakes is short by seven members
— and not one job seeker has dropped off a résumé this year.

At Blue One clothing store down the street, the owner raised the hourly pay from $15 to $18 to lure workers.

And at Almond, at the end of the street, the restaurant’s co-owner is sharing his two-bedroom home with three seasonal workers who
could not find housing.

“Right now it is full season in the Hamptons and we are closed Sundays and Mondays; we don’t have enough cooks,” said Eric Lemonides,
the co-owner of Almond, which is typically open seven days a week. “It’s just been harder than it’s ever been before.”
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